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kingdoms, built up by the heroic sons of the soil. Empires
came into existence since the time of the Satavahanas in
the vast Kannada country. But emperors did not wipe out
the small kingdoms, that existed in their time, although
they brought them under their hegemony. However, it
was natural for the feudatory kings of these empires to
cherish their own ambitions of independence and expansion.
They were at times disgruntled and were prepared for self-
assertion, though they showed some kind of genuine allegi*
ance to the paramount power. The history of the
Rastrakutas, the Calukyas of Badami and Kalyana and of
the Kalacuris may be noted as illustrating this position
regarding political relations. In the absence of an empire,
Karnataka used to be distributed severally between inde-
pendent kingdoms, each striving to extend its dominions
and increase its power. When, however, an empire arose
under an able and powerful monarch, there was a large
area of conquest under unitary control along with the feudal
territories, maintaining varied relations with the imperial
government though generally having internal autonomy*
As we have seen, this kind of imperial system was conti-
nuous in Karnataka from at least the Calukyan period to
the close of the Vijayanagara age with the possible excep-
tion of the Hoysala period, for the Hoysala Empire had to
contend with the equal forces of the Yadavas of Devagiri,
The Vijayanagara Empire had a distinguishing feature in
that it was brought into being with the very lofty motive
of protecting the best heritage of South India against the
onslaughts of the non-Hindu power, that came from the
North* The feudatory princes of the time, who were faced
with a common danger, not only paid voluntary allegiance
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